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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to amendment filed September 14, 2005. Claims 1-21 
are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Singer 
et al. (hereinafter "Singer", US Patent Publication 2005/0125531 A1). 

As per claims 1 , 8, and 15, Singer discloses a method, a computer product 
embodied in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system 
including circuitry for performing the steps of: 

• Starting a log file parser on each server of a set of servers in a distributed 
information processing environment (paragraphs [0008-0009, 0054], Singer 
discloses collecting usage data from one or more web servers); 

• Retrieving usage information from a database file generated by said log file parser 
(paragraphs [0069-0070, 0073-0074], Singer discloses users generating usage 
reports from the database storing log files at the Analysis Server); 

• Generating preselected usage statistical infomnation from said usage information 
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from said database file (paragraphs [0077-0087], Singer discloses users accessing 
daily summary reports, weekly summary reports, usage by hour report, etc. 
according to data from the database at the Analysis Server). 

As per claims 2, 9, and 16, Singer discloses the method, a computer product 
embodied in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of 
claims 1, 8, 15, further comprising the steps of: 

• Closing a cun-ent log tile (paragraph [0054]); 

• Reading said log file (paragraphs [0057-0060]); 

• Generating said database file in response to said log file (paragraphs [0061 -0066]). 

As per claims 3, 10, 17, Singer discloses the method, a computer product embodied 
in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of claims 2, 9, 16, 
further comprising the step of starting a next log file (paragraph [0065]). 

As per claims 4, 1 1 , 18, Singer discloses the method, a computer product embodied 
in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of ciainns 2, 9, 16, 
wherein said steps of closing said current log file, reading said log file, and generating 
said database file are performed by said log file parser (paragraph [0017]). 

As per claims 5, 12, 19, Singer discloses the method, a computer product embodied 
in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of claims 1, 8, 15, 
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wherein said steps of launching a log file parser, retrieving usage inforniation from a 
database file, and generating preselected usage statistical information are repeated for 
each server In said distributed information processing system (paragraph [0065]). 

As per claims 6, 13, 20, Singer discloses the method, a computer product embodied 
in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of claims 1 , 8, 15, 
wherein repeating said steps of launching a log file parser, retrieving usage information 
from a database file, and generating preselected usage statistical information for each 
of set of servers in said distributed information processing system are performed by a 
shell script (paragraphs [0100-0103]). 

As per claims 7, 14, 21 , Singer discloses the method, a computer product embodied 
in a machine-readable storage medium, and data processing system of claims 1, 8, 15, 
wherein said log file comprises an log file maintained by a directory server (paragraph 
[0043]). 
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Response to Arguments 
The Office notes the following arguments: 

(a) Singer does not disclose "starting a log file parser on each server of a set of 
servers in a distributed information processing environment". 

(b) Singer does not disclose "retrieving usage information from a database file 
generated by said log file parser". 

(c) There is no language in Singer regarding generating a database file, on each 
server by a log file parser. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

In response to: 

(a) According to Applicant's specification "the audit file parser generates an output 
file appropriately formatted for insertion in a database and for further processing to 
generate usage statistical information" (page 9). Once the "parser finishes, it outputs a 
database file containing usage data from the current log file" (page 10). 
Singer discloses a collection server (parser) that starts a batch program that determines 
the web servers at the location of the collection server and creates the collection 
program that collects the server logs from the web servers, zips the files (output files), 
and transfers the files (output files) to be stored in a database (paragraph [0054]). 
The collection server (log file parser) starts a batch and collection program on each 
server at the same physical location as it (paragraph [0054]). Therefore, Singer 
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explicitly discloses "starting a log file parser on each server of a set of servers in a 
distributed information processing environment". 

(b) Singer discloses the analysis server accessing the zipped files from the collection 
server by unzipping the log files, filtering the files for determined web server data, and 
loading the data into the database (paragraph [0057-0060]). The files contain usage 
data from the web servers (paragraphs [0048, 0051]). The analysis server uses the 
files to generate summary tables and reports (paragraphs [0066, 0069]). 
Therefore, Singer, undoubtedly, discloses "retrieving usage information from a database 
file generated by said log file parser". 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final acfion. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00anrv4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (671) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit 2157 



November 22, 2005 




